Polo Park East
Remembers

The photos and narratives included in this album were used in a
Power Point presentation on March 27, 2022 when PPE residents
gathered to mark the 26th Anniversary of the park becoming
resident owned.
A Remembrance Program was part of the event. Residents were
asked to submit photos and narratives of loved ones they wanted
remembered and their submissions were edited and assembled into
the show by Perry and Roberta Nadeau.

Dale Bastin was Alletta’s devoted husband for almost 50 years. Dale enjoyed life and could do anything he set his
mind to. He enjoyed traveling and fishing and hunting. Dale was a Kentucky Colonel; an honor bestowed on him by
the Governor of Kentucky and he was loved and admired by all who met him.

Dale Bastin

Bonnie’s husband, George Bickford, was born and raised
in Maine. They lived on the old Family Farm where
George raised Scotch Highland cattle, worked as a code
enforcement officer and did horse shoeing and
blacksmithing. In 2005, they bought their home in Polo
Park East and had a great retirement enjoying golf and
playing in the steel drum band. When he attended the
“Hoop de Doo Musical Revue” at Disney’s Fort
Wilderness, George was chosen from the audience to
become the angel of Davy Crockett. He was a really good
sport and is truly loved and missed.

George Bickford

Gordan Bolle was also known as Gordy, Grumpy, Gordo and Grandpa. He loved telling real life stories and
really funny jokes. His favorite joke was even told at his celebration of life per his request. He and Sandy
traveled in an RV before settling in PPE. He had a great sense of humor. He would truly love the fact that
Sandy included this picture of him trying to take a bath in the RV’s VERY small bathtub! Gordy loved being in
the Sunsations Steel Drum Band, but mostly, he loved helping people in need and working at Disney.

Gordan Bolle

Tony Borges was married to Jo and she
remembers him as the best! He loved her, he
loved life and he loved golf. He is missed by
many of us here at PPE.

Mary Ellen and Bill Bower are fondly remembered. They were two
of the original shareholders. Bill served as the treasurer of the park
for many years. Mary Ellen was the ultimate volunteer - where
there was a need, Mary Ellen stepped up to the plate and helped
out. She organized trips both near and far; she planned cruises,
helped with entertainment, live entertainment, the lunch bunch,
Diner’s delight, Friday morning coffee and pot luck dinners. Ginny
Hill said that she will always remember Mary Ellen as a wonderful
giving friend to all.

Carole asked that we remember
her husband, Tadek Brzytwa. Tad
loved living in Polo Park East for
18 years. He was an avid golfer
and is remembered as a great
guy.

Tad Brzytwa

Roger Davis, a former
resident of PPE, passed
away this past December.
He is remembered as a very
kind and thoughtful
gentleman who enjoyed
golfing and loved his friends
here at our park Roger’s
wife, Judy, is still living in
Kentucky. They both are
remembered and missed.

Roger Davis

Jean Derbyshire lived in Polo
Park East for seventeen years
and was friends with many
residents. She was a loving wife
to Frank and mother of three.
She was an organizer, a take
charge lady and was involved in
many activities. Jean is missed
everyday by her sister, Barb
Taylor, and many other residents
who knew her and loved her.

John Driscoll was a one-of-a-kind,
wonderful guy! Steve and Sally Kallberg
remember John and Judy as great
friends and neighbors of 17 years. John
loved going to entertainment nights
and very often became part of the
show. John loved to have fun and we
remember him with a smile.

John Driscoll

Joyce shared that her husband, Wayne Emerick,
loved spending the winter season in PPE at what
he called his “golf camp.” He especially enjoyed
golfing on Thursdays with a special group of guys
who helped him, when he was on oxygen, and
not able to tee his ball. He was a wonderful
father, grandfather and a great-grandfather who
loved to watch his “kids” play sports or
participate in school activities and made sure he
was at every activity when not in Florida. Wayne
loved the Lord as his Savior, and all “his children”
knew this. Psalm 23:6.

Wayne Emerick

Jean Catherine Fanger is remembered and dearly
missed by her daughter, Sue Ann Fanger, and her
Polo Park acquired daughter, Sharon Walerius.
Known as “Our Bingo Mom,” she worked the
money table alone at Bingo for many years. She is
missed by the Bingo Family of workers.

Leonard “Lenny” Gruja died on May 5, 2021. According to
Ann Kolb and Karen Sargeant, Lenny was one of the sweetest
men to have lived in PPE. He was a retired fireman from New
York City and was very proud of this. He loved his beloved
Bertha with all of his heart. These are some of the friends
Lenny had at PPE who are also “gone but not forgotten.”
They include Edna Krietzerg, Mitch and Peg Lukitch, George
Sargeant and of course, Bertha.

Frank asked that we remember
his wife, Rose Hamelin. He wrote
that “Her gentle smile and
generous heart will live with us
forever. Death leaves you a
heartache that no one can heal.
Love leaves you memories that
no one can steal.”

Rose Hamelin

A.J. wrote this about R.J. Jordan: “Have you ever met someone who shines so bright the colors of their being light up
not just a room, but your soul? That was my R.J.. He was the most selfless person who was always guided by his faith”
Kenny, Kathy, Sally and Steve Kallberg all remember their neighbor and dear friend R.J. as a man who loved A.J., his
family, his friends, golf and God. He was a hard worker, a big asset to our park and pro shop, and was always willing to
help anyone who needed help. His life was cut short on Christmas Eve, 2020, and at the end of the day, we miss his
smile his humor, his laughter and his love. We will NEVER EVER forget our pal.

Carol and the Kallbergs have asked that we remember
Butch Kienzle. Carol said that Butch gave her 57 years of
love. She added that you could always tell it was Butch by 2
things – a smile and a beer! He was a man who loved life
and didn’t want to slow down. A retired firefighter, he was
a craftsman extraordinaire and a man of perfection when it
came to any work with wood or tile while improving or
upgrading many homes in our little park, as well as the
clubhouse. Butch loved a party, a good story, a joke, a good
laugh and playing pinochle. Few people know that Butch
was a PPE Superhero. Before going to bed, he would take
nightly trips around the park to check on everyone’s
property. We are grateful for his many talents and miss his
smiling face.

Butch Kienzle

Larry asked us to remember his wife, Edna Kreitzberg. Larry and Edna moved
to PPE in 1993. Edna worked in the Pro Shop from 1994-2002 and left due to
health issues. Edna passed peacefully on March 3, 2016 at home in PPE.

Chris Lenski’s husband, Raymond “Pete” Lenski, passed away
in 2019. They started dating in 1966 and, shortly after, he got
drafted into the Army. They were married for 50 years. Pete
loved to fish and golf, especially at PPE. Chris called Pete “my
Polish Inventor” as he could “fix” anything!

Helen Lewis’ husband, Don Lewis, was a man of faith who loved his family.
Playing and working together, as well as traveling to all 50 states, were
highlights of their family activity. He was strong of character and readily helped
others, which he demonstrated in his teaching and coaching. Don was multitalented, being a stone mason and doing many construction projects. He
thoroughly enjoyed playing golf and participating in many other activities at
PPE.

Lee Lieb loved the PPE golf course and golfers according to his wife, Evie. After
being diagnosed with ALS, he organized a golf tournament in our park for 3
years. Each year this tournament raised many thousands of dollars which
were donated to ALS patients in Polk County.

Lee Lieb

Bob Berritta asked us to remember his best friend and
golfing buddy, Jake Looney. Jake loved his whole
family but especially his son Bryan and his daughter,
Myra. Jake was a true gentleman and anyone who
knew him loved him. He was predeceased by his
wonderful wife, Garnetta. May they Rest In Peace.

Andy Meyer is remembered and missed. Carol and Andy were married for 56
years. They raised 4 wonderful boys. They came to PPE in 2005 where Andy
enjoyed playing golf and euchre.

Bob asked that we remember his wife, Peg
Noak. Bob and Peg were among the original
shareholders. Bob remembers Peg as a kind
and caring person who tried to help
everyone. She took it on herself to start the
Bingo Kitchen for Polo Park East.

Dorothy “Dottie” Novalis was called “Little Dot” by
her husband, Paul. They enjoyed almost 50 years of
great times together, traveling on cruises, taking
train and car trips across the United States and
Canada, and enjoying their home in Polo Park East.
Paul said that they always did everything together
because, “in marriage, two become one”…and that
was the way they lived. Dottie will neve be
forgotten.

Ted Oakes is remembered by Ella as a most wonderful, loving and
caring man. They met when Ted was on the Entertainment
committee scouting for talent. Ted always had a big smile for
everyone; he loved to talk and enjoyed a good conversation! Ted
spent many hours volunteering to park cars fro Bingo on Thursday
evenings. He was loved by the ladies and he loved to dance and is
remembered fondly.

John Rak loved his time a PPE and will be remembered by his ever
present smile. Johnny, as he was called by his wife, Jami, knew no
strangers; he loved to ride his scooter around the park and loved
chatting with everyone he met. Jami and John enjoyed sitting by
Memory Lake and they provided the benches that are still found
there. John had a personal relationship with God and is at peace in
His presence.

Bonnie Bickford and Roberta
Nadeau asked that we
remember their sister, Barbara
Roberts. Barbara loved being a
snowbird and, with her faithful
companion, Cayenne, moved
with the seasons between
Springfield, MA and PPE. It
was the first time she and her
sisters had lived in the same
place in almost 50 years.
Barbara enjoyed being part of
the steel drum band and she
enjoyed the many friends she
made while she was at PPE.

Carl Russell was married to Jean and traveled
between Western Massachusetts and PPE.
Carl attended monthly board meetings and
was a regular at Sunday night movies. He was
a devoted bingo volunteer worker, played
shuffleboard, cards and poker and is missed.

Carl Russell

Karen requested that we remember her
husband, George Sargeant. Karen and
George found PPE quite by accident in
March of 2010. They went home and
decided to buy a place here. They sold in
Pennsylvania and never looked back.
George loved the park and the
friendliness of the residents.

George Sargeant

Bob asked us to
remember his beloved
wife, June Schumacher.
Bob and June are
considered among the
original shareholders.
June served on the Polo
Park East Board of
Directors and audited
the community’s
accounts. She was an
active volunteer and
started the first
decorated Christmas
Golf Cart Parade.

June Schumacher

Marge asked that we remember her husband,
Jim Tackmann. Simply put, Jim was a good guy!
He was patient and kind and loved football and
fishing.

Alan Tiedt was born in
Chicago in 1937 and
passed away in 2018.
Al was an avid stock car
racing fan working at
Santa Fe Speedway in
Illinois until his move to
Florida in 1993. He was
the cherished husband
of Maureen Mitchell
Tiedt for 59 years. He
was a devoted father to
3 daughters and the
fond Grandpa to a
granddaughter and 2
grandsons.

Alan Tiedt

Dwight Trice, Sr. married his
sweetheart, Rose, right out of
high school. Rose remembers
Dwight as a great husband,
father, brother and friend.
Dwight loved to travel and loved
to fish. In his other life he was
“Bar-B-Que King of Ribs!” Many
of us here a PPE miss his cooking
and him!

Dwight Trice

Dorothy Tucci, aka Dotty or Dot, was a very close friend of Bev and George Newell.
She was creative, artistic, and resourceful and loved her family, friends, and
traveling, gardening and scary movies. Her daughter says that she was the best Mom
anyone could have. Dotty will be remembered by many for her infectious laugh and
her big smile that always lit up a room.

Dotty’s husband, William Tucci, was also known as Bill or Tuce.
According to his daughter, Bill loved his family, music, westerns, telling
jokes, couponing, making sauce and meatballs and passing out $2.00
bills to everyone for good luck – he loved life. He lived his life “his
way” and to the fullest. He was extremely social, enjoyed being
around people, was a good man and a great husband and Dad.

Dennis VanGrinsven is remembered
by his wife, Ann VanGrinsven and his
daughter, Roxanne Lisowe. Dennis
loved sports: The Packers, The
Brewers, The Badgers and Nascar.
He also liked to visit the casino
occasionally and his beverage of
choice was Michelob Ultra.

Bertha Ventarola passed away on February 20,
2022. Ann Kolb and Karen Sargeant have asked us to
remember Bertha whom they called their “oldest
sister.” Bertha was a true New Yorker. She and Karen
loved any adventure they could have together.

Wally Wentzel was married to Cleo for 58 years. He taught Chemistry
for 40 years in Winneconne, Wisconsin before he retired. Cleo and
Wally enjoyed traveling and had visited all 50 states, most of them in
an RV, before purchasing their home in PPE. While at PPE, Wally
loved planning the December golf cart parade, pizza party and steel
drum concert. He is sadly missed by Cleo and their family We are
pretty sure that he and George Bickford have reunited and are
continuing their Packers-Patriots rivalry!

Ed Yasenchak was PPE’s very first golf course ranger and passed away
in 2018. He lived at PPE with his wife, Joan, for 24 years and was the
go-to guy to get vinyl windows repaired. In the early years of our park,
he did volunteer work with many other men from the park and their
names were engraved in the cement in front of the Pro Shop

The Paglias shared this
photo of Dreama Drive
residents,
Kenneth “Whitey” Wellens,
Bill Schwartz and
Rocco Poma who was also
known as Rocky.
These gentlemen were
valued members of the Polo
Park East community.

Whitey Wellens, Bill Schwartz, Rocky Poma

Hal Hawkins,
Peggy and Mitch Lukitch,
John Bedell,
Jim Dohren and
Shirley Kataro
are a few of the people
remembered by Perry
and Roberta Nadeau as
PPE residents who
contributed significantly
to the park. There are
many others who are
remembered but not
pictured here.

All of the individuals remembered and
recognized in our program today, earned the
love, the admiration and the respect of their
families and friends. We are grateful for the
time we had with them and are enriched for
having known them.

Memory Lake

